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Meet your Tokyo 2020 U.S. paralympic shooting team 

Editor’s Note: In preparation 
for the upcoming Tokyo Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games, we 
will be sharing insights into the 
athletes who will represent the 
United States. Kate Guest of 
USA Shooting introduces us to 
the six athletes who will 
makeup our Tokyo 2020 Para-
lympic U. S. Shooting Team. 

 *** 
By Kate Guest 

The Shooting  Wire.com 
and U.S. Shooting 

  
 Colorado Springs, Colorado- 
USA Shooting announces  its no-
minees for the Paralympic 
Games Tokyo 2020. McKenna 
Geer, Taylor Farmer, Jazmin 
Almlie-Ryan, John Wayne Joss 
III, Kevin Nguyen, and YanXiao 
Gong are the six athletes who 
will represent Team USA at the 
Paralympic Games this summer. 
 “I think we have really nice di-
versity on the team with rifle and 
pistol athletes, members of the 
U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, 
World Class Athlete Program, a 
returning bronze Paralympic 
medalist, and a mix of young and 
more seasoned athletes,” said 
Don Stith, USA Shooting Na-
tional Paralympic Manager. “The 
beautiful thing is how they per-
formed most recently in Lima, 
Peru at the World Cup. There 
was a hope that they would pick 
up at least one quota, and they 

picked up two thanks to Kevin 
Nguyen and Jaz Almlie-Ryan, 
not to mention Xiao, our pistol 
athlete, who triple medaled at 
the World Cup. Everyone is on 
top of their game and prepared 
mentally and physically. We’re 
well-rounded and ready to shoot 
for excellence in Tokyo.”   
 Opening ceremonies for the 
Tokyo 2020 Paralympics will 
take place August 24th in Tokyo, 
Japan and shooting sports events 
will start on August 30th with 
the R2 (Women's 10m Air Rifle 
Standing SH1), R1 (Men's 10m 
Air Rifle Standing SH1), and R4 
(Mixed 10m Air Rifle Standing 
SH2) events.   
All nominations are subject to 
U.S. Olympic & Paralympic 
Committee approval.   
 

Meet the Tokyo 2020 U.S. 
Paralympic Shooting Team:  

  
McKenna Geer  

Events: R4- 10m Air Rifle 
Standing SH2, R5- 10m Air 
Rifle Prone SH2, R9- 50m Rifle 
Prone SH2  
Hometown: Arlington, Washing-
ton  
When McKenna Geer was 5 
years old, she started attending 
Camp Access, a camp for kids 
with disabilities that introduced 
the kids to the outdoors, and in-
stilled the idea that anything was 
possible for them. At 12 years 

old, she had the opportunity to 
shoot at a camp activity where 
the director, Ernie Butler, took 
notice and invited her to shoot an 
NRA sectional match later that 
spring. Her parents and grandpar-
ents were extremely supportive, 
and she competed in her first 
NRA National competition 
shortly after. McKenna’s scores 
from NRA Junior Nationals put 
her on the radar of the Paralym-
pic National Coach at the time, 
and just a year and a half after 
that shooting activity at Camp 
Access, she was invited to her 
first Paralympic Camp at the 
United States Olympic and Para-
lympic Training Center.   
 A week after graduating high 
school, McKenna became a full-
time resident athlete at the 
OPTC. In 2016, she won a 
bronze medal in the R5 event at 
the Rio Paralympic Games, be-
coming the first U.S. female 
Paralympic athlete to win a Para-
lympic medal in the sport of 
shooting, and the fifth Paralym-
pic medal for USA Shooting 
overall.   
  

 Taylor Farmer  
 Events: R2- Women's 10m Air 
Rifle SH1, R3- 10m Air Rifle 
Prone, R6- 50m Rifle Prone SH1, 
R8- Women's 50m Rifle 3 Posi-
tions SH1  
Hometown: Castilla, Ohio  
Taylor Farmer had never fired a 
gun before joining her father at 
the range to shoot her first pistol 
in 2012. She then took up pistol 

shooting at her local gun club 
where she says she would not 
leave until she shot all 500 
rounds out of the box. Three 
years later, she picked up air rifle 
and soon began competing. 
Through this journey, she met 
Greg Drown, a former standout 
and captain of the Ohio State 
University Rifle Team who was 
diagnosed with multiple sclero-
sis later in life and began com-
peting in para shooting sports 
from a wheelchair.   

Jazmin Almlie-Ryan  
Events: R4- 10m Air Rifle 
Standing SH2, R5- 10m Air 
Rifle Prone SH2  
Hometown: Katy, Texas  
Jazmin “Jaz” Almlie-Ryan has 
been affiliated with the USA 
Shooting Team and Team USA 
for over 10 years, starting with 
her first training camp in 2011 
and officially named to the Na-
tional Team in 2013. Jaz has won 
two Paralympic quotas for Team 
USA, the first in 2016 and again 
in 2020.   
 She was introduced to shooting 
sports at an event called Metal 
and Muscle Expo in Houston, 
Texas where various sports are 
featured all at once. Jaz was 
there to play in a wheelchair bas-
ketball tournament when her last 
game was cancelled. With noth-
ing on her agenda that afternoon, 
Jaz entered in the air rifle com-
petition that was going on at the 
same time and won! From there, 
she was invited to the Olympic 
and Paralympic Training Center 

for a novice training camp, and 
as she says, the rest is history.   
  

 John Wayne Joss III  
 Events: R6- Mixed 50m Rifle 
Prone SH1  
Hometown: Corsicana, Texas  
 John Wayne Joss III (John) is a 
member of the U.S. Army World 
Class Athlete Program and the 
current National record holder in 
the R6- Mixed 50m Free Rifle 
Prone SH1. John got his start in 
shooting sports growing up hunt-
ing and being outdoors in Texas 
as part of his daily life. In 2018, 
John won a silver medal at World 
Shooting Para Sport World Cup 
in France and won the first 
Tokyo 2020 Paralympic quota 
spot for the United States, which 
he went on to fulfill. Tokyo 2020 
will be John’s second Paralym-
pic Games appearance.  
 John enjoys riding motorcycles, 
specifically vintage Harley Da-
vidsons, hunting whitetail deer 
and boar, long-range rifle shoot-
ing, and spending time at home 
with his wife Carina and two 
daughters, Aurelia and Helena.   

 
 Kevin Nguyen  

Events: R3- Mixed 10m Prone 
Air Rifle SH1, R6- Mixed 50m 
Rifle Prone SH1  
Hometown: Westminster, Cali-
fornia  
 Kevin Nguyen got his start in 
shooting sports after enlisting in 
the Army in 2011 and deploying 
to southern Afghanistan in 2012 

assigned to 4th Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Di-
vision, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry 
Regiment, Comanche Company 
1st Platoon.  
 Only three months into his tour, 
Nguyen was struck by a pressure 
plated IED while on dismounted 
foot patrol. After being medevac 
out of Afghanistan, he spent the 
next two years recovering at the 
San Diego Naval Medical Hospi-
tal. Up on his feet 3 months after 
selective amputation, Kevin 
fought to stay in the Army, pass-
ing rigorous physical fitness 
tests, weapons qualifications, and 
field training exercises. Kevin 
was recommended to the U.S. 
Army Marksmanship Unit in 
2014 and a month later attended 
a small camp at the Olympic and 
Paralympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs. His shooting 
career officially began in 2015 
where he was given the skills and 
tools to succeed.   
  
YanXiao Gong  
 Events: P1 - Men's 10m Air Pis-
tol SH1, P3 - Mixed 25m Sport 
Pistol SH1, P4 - Mixed 50m Free 
Pistol SH1  
Hometown: Malibu, California  
Xiao began shooting at an early 
age as a hobby. Around 2012, 
Xiao began formally practicing 
with the Bridge Jr. Team under 
coach In Kim. In 2017, while fo-
cusing on rehab and therapy, 
Xiao practiced shooting as a fun 
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implications and systemic dispar-
ities. The initiative features a 
multifaceted, user-friendly online 
information hub housing an array 
of options designed to help Afri-
can Americans’ stay current with 
the ever-changing data and guid-
ance as they navigate the pan-
demic, which can be easily 
accessed by visiting this link. 
 The NAACP’s research further 
illuminates the facts that:  
•More than half of African Amer-
icans (51%) today report that 
they are fully vaccinated; another 
5% have received one dose and 
6% report that they have an ap-
pointment to be vaccinated 
•Younger, lower-income and 
southern Blacks lag behind, 
being the least likely Black 
adults to have received any of the 
vaccines 
•Preventing the spread of the co-
ronavirus, especially to friends 
and family, are the greatest moti-
vations for African Americans to 
get vaccinated 
•A large majority of Black par-
ents with children ages 12 and 
older, or 70 percent, have had 
their children vaccinated or plan 
to do so, despite some trepidation 
about vaccinating children under 
age 12 (of those polled, 32 per-
cent are unsure) 
•Half of African American par-
ents want their children to attend 
school fully in-person next year, 
with only a small percentage pre-
ferring their kids to remain re-
motely-schooled 
•Black Americans remain most 
concerned about the new vari-
ants, and the possibility that co-
ronavirus cases may rise again 

later this year as a result 
 
•While the majority of African 
Americans say their lives have 
been substantially altered since 
the onset of the pandemic, there 
is increased optimism as nearly 
half now say that the worst of the 
pandemic is over, and the major-
ity (66 percent) expect life in 
their local communities to return 
to normal by the end of this year. 
Regarding continuing to be vig-
ilant and protecting themselves, 
54 percent of African Americans 
say they will continue to wear 
masks in both public and private 
settings, while among our valued 
essential worker corps, 61 per-
cent report that they are likely to 
don masks all the time. With re-
spect to the news about booster 
shots possibly being rec-
ommended soon for those al-
ready vaccinated, NAACP 
polling results reveal that 87 per-
cent of fully vaccinated Black 
Americans are likely to take the 
shot once one is approved and 
available. 
 
Concludes President Johnson: 
“Every individual has the right to 
their own choices, but it’s ob-
vious from our numbers that the 
coronavirus hasn’t been defeated, 
and you can trust that it isn’t fin-
ished with America and the 
world as yet. Black Americans 
especially need to stay abreast of 
the most essential information, 
and faithfully adhere to the CDC 
guidelines if we expect to truly 
protect ourselves, as well as our 
friends and families and help all 
recover.” 

NAACP delivers COVID-19 
impact report on Black  
community ...from sports page 2


